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MEMORAROUM FOR THE RECORD
BUBSECY: FPunetions of the Commission of Fine Arts

1. In response to the request of his Office has 201 1/\92
conguited the ptatutes creating and gst T , s of the

Comnission of Fine Arts.

2. The baslic statutory authoriiy for the existence and Punotions
of the Commission is 40 U.S5. Code Bec. 104 whieh providest

"A permanent Commission of Fine Arts is created to be composed
of seven well-qualified judges of the fine arts, who shall be appointed
by the Preslident, and shall serve for a pericd of four years each, and until
their successurs are appointed and gualified, The Praslident shall have
authority to £ill all vecancies. It shall be the duty of such commission
o edvise upon the location of statues, fountalns, end monumente in the
public squeres, streets, and parks in the District of Columbia, and upon
the selectlion of models for stetues, fountains, and monuments erected wder
the asuthority of the United Btates and upon the selection of srtists for
the execution of the same. It shall be the duty of the officers charged
by lew to determine such questions in each case to call for such sdvice,
The forsgoing provisions of this section shall not apply to the Capitol
Building of the United States and the btuilding of the Lidbrary of Congress.
The commission shall also mivise generally upon gquestions of art when
raquired to 4o so by the President,; or by any commities of either House
of Congress. Baid ecommisalon shall hawe a secretary and such other
assistonce s the commission may authorize, and the menbers of the com-
mission shall sach be pald actual expenses in goimg to and returning from.
Washington to stiend the meetings of said commission and while attending
the same,”

3. It will be noted froa the foregoing that the functions of the
Comaission are primerily within the Distriet of Columbia, By other
epecific staiutes the Commission has been given some Jurisdiction cutside
the District, ss in the case of Batilefield Memorials, The Arlington
Hemoriel Amphitheatre, snd the Thecdore Roosevelt Memoriaml.

e The only statutory connection of the Commission of Fipe Arte with
the Bstional Cepital Perk snd Planning Comnizsion is stated in %0 U.5.
Code Sec. T2, That statute authorizes the NCPC to acquire lands in the
Bigtriet and adjacent aress of Maryland and ¥irginia for development of
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the Eetlional Cepital perk, parkwey, asd playground system. The cnly mention
of the Commission of Fine Aris iz in the following sentence "In the selection
of imnds Yo be scguired the sdvice of the Commissicn of Fine Artu shall be
requested,”

3. We conclude that there is no requirement that we request any
comnent or spproval froa the Comnission of FPine Aris on the proposed CIA
building, although it should te noted thut the President or sny Congressional
comitiee can request their edvice upon "questionsof ert”. In eddition, it
is posgible, slthough ve are not mwere of any such practice that the FCPC
might wish to get the advice of the Commisajon of Fine Arts and should the
BCPC zo degire it would be politie for us to amcquiesece.
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